
2016 RESEARCH ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
Recognized for his contributions to research in the philosophy of mathematics, the winner of the 2016 

Research Achievement Award has established himself as the leading English-language commentator on famed 

mathematician David Hilbert’s work in logic and the foundations of mathematics.  Our recipient’s 

international standing is evidenced by the Chaire d’excellence he was awarded by the French government—an 

honor that carried with it a $1.1 million research grant—and his subsequent appointment as Distinguished 

Guest Professor at the University of Paris Diderot.  In addition to Notre Dame, several French institutes and 

universities are supporting his research project “Ideals of Proof” while his annual PhilMath Intersem research 

seminar continues to attract the most important scholars in the philosophy of mathematics from around the 

globe.  The founder of Notre Dame’s unique joint Ph.D. program in Logic and Foundations of Mathematics, 

he is well-known as a mentor to graduate students in logic and the philosophy of mathematics, with roughly 

half of those enrolled at North American institutions actively exchanging ideas with him during their graduate 

studies.  Students with whom he has worked have been hired into nearly all of the jobs in the philosophy of 

mathematics advertised in the last decade.  

The University of Notre Dame is proud to present the 2016 Research Achievement Award to 

Michael Detlefsen 
McMahon-Hank Professor of Philosophy 


