2025 FOIK AWARD

In honor of the director of the University library from 1912 to 1924, who also served as a leader in

the library profession, the Rev. Paul ]. Foik, C.S.C., Award recognizes a library faculty member who
_has advanced the profession through leadership in an external organization or other national service

or academic distinction. Aaron Bales has played a pivotal role in advancing transformative projects for
Notre Dame and serves as an excellent ambassador in the library profession more broadly, representing
the University’s values of innovation, stewardship, and excellence. Bales led the selection process for

a new Integrated Library System, an effort that required significant collaboration and technical skill,
and has been instrumental in implementing a Special Collections and Archives management system,
improving access to rare and unique materials. In addition, he has modeled dedication to building a
strong, cohesive team through leading the onboarding of four new colleagues, with a focus on creating a

collaborative working environment with a culture of mentorship and professional development.

The University of Notre Dame is proud to present the 2025 Rev. Paul J. Foik, C.S.C., Award to

Aaron Bales

Department Head, Library Applications Management
Hesburgh Libraries




